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links 

In this easy read document, difficult 
words are in bold. We explain what 
these words mean in the sentence 
after they have been used. 

Some words are blue and underlined. 
These are links which will go to 
another website which has more 
information. 
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Wednesday 

24 
November 2021 

Introduction 

The Centre for Cultural Value is looking 
for people or organisations to apply 
for funding from our Collaborate fund. 

Funding is when money is given to 
carry out a piece of work. 

This information and guidance 
explains more about the Centre for 
Cultural Value and the Collaborate 
fund. 

It also explains how you apply for 
funding. 

We need your application by 
Wednesday, 24 November 2021. 
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CENTRE FOR 

CULTURAL VALUE 

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 

About the Centre for 
Cultural Value 

The Centre for Cultural Value is a 
research centre based at Leeds 
University. 

Our research is looking into the 
difference that arts and culture make 
in people’s lives. 

Arts and culture can be things like 
music, theatre, dance, painting, 
writing, museums, films, and festivals. 

Our research looks at what is good 
about arts and culture and what 
needs to change. 

We are working with other people and 
organisations in the UK to: 

• make research about arts and 
culture more accessible to people. 

4 



 
 

 

 

• help arts and culture organisations 
think about what works well and 
learn from the things they try. 

• help universities work together 
with arts and culture 
organisations. 

5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Collaborate fund 

£
£

The Collaborate fund is money for 
research projects that involve an arts 
and culture organisation and an 
academic research partner working 
together. 

An academic research partner is a 
person from a university. 

We have funding and support 
available for up to 15 projects. 

We can pay for projects that will last 
between 6 and 12 months. 

We can cover: 

• all the costs of your project if it 
costs between £5,000 and 
£20,000, or

• some of the costs if it will be more 
than £20,000. 

You can apply for funding and support 
for your project in October 2021 or 
October 2022. 
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What kind of projects will we 
support? 

We will support research projects that: 

• look into topics that don't get a lot 
of attention or involve people that 
don't always get a fair chance to 
speak up. 

• will help people to understand the 
importance of arts and culture in 
people’s lives. 

• use new ways of doing research. 

• could carry on into the future 
beyond the end of the project. 
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Who can show interest? 

You can submit a form to show you 
are interested in applying to the 
Collaborate fund. It is called an 
‘Expression of Interest Form’. 

To let us know you are interested, you 
should be either: 

• an arts and culture charity or not 
for profit organisation, or 

• an individual artist or artists 
working together. 

You cannot submit a form to show 
your interest if you are: 

• an organisation that aims to make 
a profit. 

• a museum that is not known as a 
professional organisation. 

• organisations that support arts 
and culture but do not do arts and 
culture activities. 
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Why should you apply? 

You should apply for funding if you 
want the chance to: 

• help yourself and others better 
understand the value of arts and 
culture. 

• share experiences with other 
people working in arts and culture. 

• learn new skills. 
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How does it work? 

To apply for money and support from 
the Collaborate fund, there are 7 
stages: 

Stage 1 

2 

You will be asked to show you are 
interested by filling out an Expression 
of Interest form. 

This will be done online. Guidance for 
filling out the form can be found 
below. 

Stage 2 

We will look at the forms to see which 
projects will move onto the next 
stages. 

We aim to tell everyone whether they 
have been invited to the next stage 
within 2 weeks. 
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Stage 3 

We will find 3 people from different 
universities we think would be a good 
partner for you. 

You will have 2 weeks to pick one of 
these people as your project partner. 

Stage 4 

You and your partner will then attend 
a session for further information. 

You will have 6 weeks to work 
together with your partner to make an 
application for funding for your 
project. 

Stage 5 

We will then look at all of the 
applications to decide which projects 
will get funding. 
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Stage 6 

If we decide to fund your project, you 
will be given dates for when we will 
pay funding to you. 

We will continue to give you support 
and information as you complete your 
project. 

Stage 7 

You should create a simple report at 
the end of your project that talks 
about what you learnt from your 
project. 

We will also ask you to take part in a 
film we are making that will present 
what we have learnt from all the 
projects. 
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How will we support you? 

We will support you at every stage by 
helping you to: 

• pick the right partner. 

• make the right decisions when 
completing your project. 

• work well with your partner. 

• communicate with people working 
on other projects to learn more. 

• reach a lot of people with your 
project. 

13 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

24 
November 2021 

OI 
av == 
~ 

@ -
n 

I''· ill!! '\ 

Wednesday 

24 
November 2021 

How to tell us you are 
interested 

SUBJECT: 
Collaborate 
Funding EOI 

You should complete an 
Expression of Interest form by 24 
November 2021. 

If you like, you can make a video 
instead. Your video should: 

• answer the same questions as the 
form. 

• answer questions using the same 
number of words as shown on the 
form. 

• be emailed to ccv@leeds.ac.uk 

• be emailed with the subject title 
‘Collaborate Funding EOI’. 

• be emailed by 24 November 2021. 
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If you need more information or 
information in a different format you 
can email: ccv@leeds.ac.uk 
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Guidance on how to 
complete the Expression of 
Interest form  

When we look at your form we will 
look at whether: 

• your project looks into a topic that 
doesn't get a lot of attention, or 
involves people that don't always 
get a fair chance to speak up. 

• you have explained why this topic 
is important to you or your 
organisation. 

• you have shown how you would 
like to work with your partner. 

• you have shown how your project 
could carry on into the future. 
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Questions on the form 

Here is some more guidance on how 
to answer each question of the form. 

Question 1: What is the topic,
issue or question you want to 
explore? 

300 

My topic 
is…. 

We want you to tell us about: 

• your project topic in detail. 

• how your topic is one that doesn’t 
get enough attention, or 

• how your project involves people 
that don't always get a fair chance 
to speak up. 

Your answer should not be longer 
than 300 words. 
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Question 2: Why do you want 
to explore this topic, issue or 
question? 

We want you to tell us about: 

• how the topic links to you or your 
organisation. 

• what you feel your project can do 
for you or your organisation. 

• what you feel your project can do 
for the arts and culture in general. 

• the different things we could learn 
from your project. 

Your answer should not be longer 
than 300 words. 
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Question 3: What are you 
looking for in an academic 
research partner? 

Your academic research partner is the 
partner we will help you to choose 
from a university.  

We want you to tell us about: 

• what you will expect and need 
from your partner. 

• what skills you would want your 
partner to have. 

• how you would like to work with 
your partner. 

Your answer should not be longer 
than 300 words. 
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Question 4: Please provide 
details of your previous 
experience of working with 
academic researchers and/or 
using research. 

We want you to tell us about other 
research projects you may have done. 
You should include: 

• what topics you looked at. 

• whether you worked with anyone 
at a university, and who they were. 

• how you have used what you 
learnt. 

If you have not done any other 
research projects, tell us about how 
you think working with someone from 
a university could help you or your 
organisation. 

Your answer should not be longer 
than 200 words. 
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Question 5: How might this 
project contribute to a longer-
term research partnership or 
programme? 

We want you to tell us about: 

• how you could work more with 
your partner in the future. 

• how your project could lead to 
more projects. 

• how your project might help to 
create new activities for you or 
your organisation like working with 
new people or developing new 
skills. 

Your answer should not be longer 
than 200 words. 
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For more information 

For more information about the 
Collaborate fund go to: 

www.culturalvalue.org.uk/collaborate-
fund/ 

Or email Lisa Baxter at: 
ccv@leeds.ac.uk 

This Easy Read information was produced by easy-read-online.co.uk 
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